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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To perform the code amount 
control most suitable for various input 
pictures by calculating the code storage 
amount of the virtual buffer based on the 
generation code amount and the objective 
code amount for each encoding mode and 
controlling a code amount control 
parameter based on the code storage 
amount. 

CONSTITUTION: A video signal inputted 
from an input terminal 1 is encoded by an 
encoder 2. The output is inputted through a 
changeover switch 3 via virtual buffers 4-6 
and through a changeover switch 7 to a 
buffer 1 3 and is outputted from an output 
terminal 14. The objective code amount is 
supplied from a calculation circuit 1 2 to 
buffers 4-6. The buffers 4-6 store the code 
amount from the encoder 2 and the 
constant amount of data to be calculated 
from the objective code amount is 
subtracted by slice unit to obtain the code 
storage amount of the buffers 4-6. The 
storage amount is supplied to calculation 
circuits 8-1 0 and they calculate the 
quantization step width for the next slice of 
the corresponding encoding mode by one 
slice unit according to the code storage 
amount. The code amount to be outputted 
from the encoder 2 is controlled every 
encoding modes. 
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